
Continuing Care in COVID-19 Outbreak: A Global Survey of New and Expectant Parent Experiences 

Researchers at Kings College London are in the process of conducting an on-line survey study: 

COCOON. 

“Pregnancy and the postpartum period can be particularly stressful for women and their partners, 

and can be especially devastating if they result in a stillborn baby or a baby who dies in early 

infancy.  The global COVID-19 pandemic has added an extra stressor to new and expectant parents, 

which is further compounded by how the pandemic has led to maternity care services being reduced 

and re-organised to adhere to Government guidance on social distancing.” 

“We are leading the UK arm of an international on-line survey for new and expectant parents: 

COCOON. In this study, we are aiming to understand how COVID-19 has affected women and their 

partners in the pre- and post-natal period, as well as how parents who suffer a stillbirth or neonatal 

death have been cared for during the pandemic.  The survey will take participants through a series of 

questions assessing psychological and social outcomes.  We are aiming to conduct this study across 

the UK and ask at least 1,000 participants to take part.  For parents who suffer a stillbirth or neonatal 

death, there will also be the opportunity to share your experiences in an interview, should you want 

to.” 

If you would like any further information, please contact Sergio A. Silverio, the Research Co-

Ordinator on Maternity-Studies@kcl.ac.uk. 

 

Women’s Experiences of Changing Maternity Care during the COVID-19 Pandemic  

Researchers at Kings College London are in the process of conducting an interview study with 

women in South London. 

“The global COVID-19 pandemic has led to face-to-face delivery of maternity services being reduced 

and re-organised to a more virtual delivery of antenatal care in order to adhere to Government 

guidance on social distancing.  Furthermore, intrapartum care had changed with the reduction of the 

number of people who were allowed to attend the labour, and the almost complete cessation of 

continuity of care and home birthing.  This has had huge implications for maternity care as we once 

knew it and we would like to find out more from women who have given birth during COVID-19.” 

“We are leading a small qualitative interview study to find out about women’s experiences of 

maternity care and how antenatal care may have changed during the pandemic for you, as well as 

what your experiences of labour and postnatal care have been like in the current pandemic 

situation. We are especially interested in women who experienced a hypertensive disorder of 

pregnancy.  The interview will be about your experiences of pregnancy, birth, and the 

postpartum.  We are aiming to conduct this study in South London and ask approximately 20 women 

who have given birth since March 2020 to take part.” 

If you would like any further information, please contact Sergio A. Silverio, the Research Co-

Ordinator on Maternity-Studies@kcl.ac.uk. 
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